Cabinteely

February 7" 2021—5th Sunday in Ordinary Time

If 1 only knew then what | know now, how different life would be.
This sentiment, expressed in myriad ways, is found on every human
being’s lips at one point or another. Life may have brought us to a vul-
nerable place where we see some of the poor choices we made and the
effects they are having. Perhaps we fell into some destructive & dys-
functional relationships or behaviours and are finding how they held us
captive. Our zeal and passion for life may have drifted away and we are
waking up to the reasons apathy has taken hold. Life can be hard. In
fact, some would describe their lives as a drudgery. They walk through
each day with an anxious unsettledness, wondering when their restless-
ness will cease. There is a temptation to believe that what | see is all |
will get. Mortality and hopelessness await the dawn. If | could only have
known what would come in the future, | could have made better choices
and avoided all of this misery!

Really? While we can certainly give into weakness, sin, impulsiveness,
and idiosyncrasies that cause us to stumble over ourselves, life is really
a journey. If we don’t make the mistake of wallowing in the mire of self-
pity and realize the new life God is calling us to, then there are thrills,
adventures, surprises, and soul-searching graces we can surely miss.
We are not tethered to our past nor are we bound to the ills life can
bring upon us. We are never hopeless or helpless. The problem is that
our myopic vision only allows us to see the misery and misfortune that is
before us, not the potential that can come from choosing healthier and
more life-giving options. Jesus came that we might have fullness of life.
We need to learn how to reach for Jesus’ hand and let him help us to
our feet.

We need to allow God into our pain and heal our past. We have to
wrestle with our histories, agonize and search and cry out for the Divine
healing we need to restore our faith, hope, and love. Job could not see
how his story would end or trust the guidance of the God who called
him. We live in that same blindness and suffer from the same lack of
confidence. Once we allow ourselves to be touched by God’s healing
power, we begin to see that all of the pieces of our lives are necessary
parts of a greater whole. Along the way of our lives, God uses our
omissions and failures to create new things and possibilities. When
doors close, others open and we can be amazed by the joyful and
unexpected surprises we receive. Once we know the power of God’s
creative, healing, life-giving, forgiving, and dynamic presence, it is no
wonder we want to put ourselves at the service of others and show
them what life can be.
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Following the Government'’s recent
announcement of Level 5 restriction for all
of Ireland, all Masses will be online until
further notice.

There will be NO public masses.
Mass will be broadcast online via our
parish webcam and at
www.churchservices.tv/Cabinteely
The Church is open for private prayer
from 10.30am to 4pm—Mon to Fri

We remember on Sunday 7th
Miriam Healy— 2nd Anniversary
Michael Ryan

James & Anne O’Malley

Recently Deceased.
Stuart Manser
Bridgie Keating
Winnie Tallon
Teresa Brid Walsh
Frank Byrne

Anniversaries

Mon 10am.—Patrick & Mary Carr &
Patrick & Catherine Berns.

Tues 10am— Tony Naughton—Recently
Deceased

Thurs 10am—Get Well Mass

Fri 10am.—Nan Flavin - Anniversary
Charlie & Nora O’Connell—Anniversary
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